To:  EOC  Public  lnformation[EOC_Public_lnformation@epa.gov];  EOC  Environmental 

Unit_SG[EOC_Environmental_Unit_SG@epa.gov] 

From:  Garrahan,  Kevin 

Sent:  Thur  8/13/2015  7:18:37  PM 

Subject:  Re:  ACTION:  News  Release  - Irrigation  Ditches  Flushed,  Turbid  Water  Expected  Today 


Deliberative  Process/Ex.  5 


Kevin  G 


From:  Colaizzi,  Jennifer  C.  on  behalf  of  EOC  Public  Information 
Sent:  Thursday,  August  13,  2015  6:36  PM 

To:  EOC  Environmental  Unit;  EOC  Water;  EOC  ORD;  EOC  OGC;  EOC_DeputyJVIanager, 
Subject:  ACTION:  News  Release  - Irrigation  Ditches  Flushed,  Turbid  Water  Expected  Today 


Deliberative  Process/Ex.  5 


From:  Harrison,  Melissa 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  13,  2015  2:23  PM 

To:  EOC  Public  Information;  Purchia,  Liz 

Subject:  Fwd:  News  Release  - Irrigation  Ditches  Flushed,  Turbid  Water  Expected  Today 


Need  approval  immediately.  Just  need  to  remove  Coast  Guard. 

Melissa  Harrison 
Press  Secretary 
EPA 

Office:  (202)  564-8421 
Mobile:  (202)  697-0208 

Harrison.  Melissa@epa.qov 
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Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  Susan  Hakanson  <Susan.Hakanson@co.laplata.co.us> 

Date:  August  13,  2015  at  12:18:14  PM  MDT 

To:  Sarah  Jacobson  <Sarah.Jacobson@co.laplata.co.us>, 

"mark.sallev@state.co.us"  <mark.sallev@state.co.us>, 

"ieannine.n atte rm a n @state . co . us"  <jeannine.natterman@state.co.us>. 
"meghan.trubee@state.co.us"  <meghan.trubee@state.co.us>, 
"wayne.walsh@duranqogov.org"  <wavne.walsh@duranqoqov.orq>. 
"sherri.duqdale@duranqoqov.org"  <sherri.duqdale@durangoqov.org>.  "Joe 
Lewandowski"  <Joe.lewandowski@state.co.us>,  "peterson.cvnthia@epa.gov" 
<peterson.cvnthia@epa.qov>.  "acevedo. ianie@epa.gov" 
<acevedo.ianie@epa.qov>.  "harris-bishop.rustv@epa.gov"  <harris- 
bishop.rustv@epa.gov>.  "foneil@sibhd.org"  <foneil@sibhd.orq>. 
"cmacpherson@sibhd.org"  <cmacpherson@sibhd.orq>.  "cninde@sibhd.org" 
<cninde@sibhd.org>.  "kqurule@southernute-nsn.gov"  <kqurule@southernute- 
nsn.qov>.  Daniel  Bender  <Dan.Bender@co.laplata.co.us>, 
"harrison.melissa@epa.gov"  <harrison.melissa@epa.gov>, 
"stclair.christie@epa.gov"  <stclair.christie@epa.qov>. 
"amber.blake@duranqoqov.org"  <amber.blake@duranqoqov.orq>. 
"smith.paula@epa.gov"  <smith.paula@epa.gov>.  "kmcduffie@sibhd.org" 
<kmcduffie@sibhd.org>.  "anne.klein@madebvhco.com" 
<anne.klein@madebvhco.com>.  "sasmith@southernute-nsn.qovl, 
<sasmith@southernute-nsn.gov>.  "amgarcia@southernute-nsn.gov" 
<amgarcia@southernute-nsn.gov> 

Subject:  RE:  News  Release  - Irrigation  Ditches  Flushed,  Turbid  Water 

Expected  Today 


May  I push  this  out? 


From:  Sarah  Jacobson 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  13,  2015  12:16  PM 

To:  mark.sallev@state.co.us;  ieannine.natterman@state.co.us;  meqhan.trubee@state.co. us: 
wavne.walsh@duranqoqov.org:  sherri.duqdale@duranqoqov.org:  Joe  Lewandowski; 
peterson.cvnthia@epa.gov:  acevedo.ianie@epa.gov;  harris-bishop.rustv@epa.gov;  Sarah 
Jacobson;  Susan  Hakanson;  foneil@sibhd.org;  cmacpherson@sibhd.org;  cninde@sibhd.org; 
kqurule@southernute-nsn.gov;  Daniel  Bender;  harrison.melissa@epa.gov;  stclair.christie@epa.gov; 
amber.blake@duranqoqov.org;  smith.paula@epa.gov;  kmcduffie@sibhd.org; 
anne.klein@madebvhco.com;  sasmith@southernute-nsn.gov;  amqarcia@southernute-nsn.gov 
Subject:  News  Release  - Irrigation  Ditches  Flushed,  Turbid  Water  Expected  Today 
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final  release!!!!! 


Wednesday  evening  EPA  officials,  La  Plata  County  Director  of  Emergency 
Management  Butch  Knowlton,  and  ditch  operators  began  inspecting  and  flushing 
select  irrigation  ditches.  This  is  a measured  step  towards  opening  irrigation  for 
farmers  and  ranchers  who  depend  on  Animas  River  water  for  their  crops  and 
livestock.  In  the  North  Animas  Valley,  the  Reid  Ditch  and  West  Animas  Ditch  were 
flushed  yesterday  while  the  EPA,  Coast  Guard,  and  tribal  officials  currently  work  on 
additional  ditches  south  of  Durango. 


“The  two  ditches  north  of  Durango  had  very  little  sediment,  but  after  opening  the 
head  gates  for  flushing,  those  ditches  produced  a slight,  temporary  change  in  color 
of  the  Animas  River,  as  we  expected,  that  should  arrive  in  Durango  City  limits  mid- 
day today”  said  Knowlton. 


Operators  of  ditches  that  take  water  from  the  Animas  River  are  asked  to  call  the  Call 
Center  at 

970-385-8700,  open  from  8am  - 6pm,  and  provide  names  and  phone  numbers  so 
officials  can  coordinate  opening  of  the  river  head  gates.  Individual  water  users  are 
on  the  ditches  and  canals  are  asked  to  keep  their  gates  closed  until  notified. 


Despite  the  opening  of  the  ditches,  owners  of  livestock  are  cautioned  against 
allowing  livestock  watering  until  the  sediment  has  passed  from  the  ditches  and 
canals.  Butch  Knowlton  has  requested  additional  involvement  from  veterinary 
science  experts  and  agriculture  professionals  who  are  scheduled  to  arrive  in 
Durango  today.  The  experts  are  set  to  help  address  concerns  that  residents  have 
expressed  about  their  livestock.  Topics  of  concern  surround  the  remaining  sediment 
in  ditches,  canals,  and  the  river. 


“Test  results  from  both  the  EPA  and  Colorado  Department  of  Public  Health  and 
Environment  have  shown  that  the  water  in  the  Animas  River  has  returned  to  pre- 
incident levels,”  said  Liane  Jollon,  San  Juan  Basin  Health  Director.  “We  are  very 
pleased  to  see  these  numbers  drop  to  a normal  level  so  quickly,  and  now  sediment 
impacts  are  a top  priority.” 
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Although  the  City  of  Durango  has  received  notification  from  Colorado  Department  of 
Public  Health  and  Environment  that  the  City  can  begin  to  collect  and  treat  water  from 
the  Animas  River,  the  intake  to  the  drinking  water  system  from  the  Animas  River 
remains  closed.  “The  City  is  proceeding  carefully  to  ensure  the  absolute  safety  of 
our  drinking  water,  which  is  our  top  priority,”  said  Matt  Holden,  City  of  Durango 
Utilities  Engineer. 


Incident  information  is  posted  to  the  La  Plata  County  website  at 
http://www.co.laplata.co.us/emergency,  San  Juan  Basin  Health  Department’s 
Website  at  www.sjbhd.org,  on  Facebook  at  www.facebook.com/LaPlataCounty.  and 
http://www.facebook.com/saniuanbasinhealth;  and  EPA’s  website  at 
www.epa.gov/goldkingmine.  La  Plata  County  has  set  up  a call  center  for  questions 
from  citizens  at  970-385-8700,  open  from  8:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Southern  Ute  Tribal 
members  may  call  the  Tribal  Hotline  at  970-563-5025. 


### 
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